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Work ing wi th the Communi ty

P repar ing Today ’s Youth
fo r Tomor row’s Work fo rce



In cooperation with educational institu-
tions and industry partners across the
state, IDOT has developed Engineering
Academies for middle and high school
students. Engineering Academies are
designed to provide realistic application
of math and science through instruction
and hands on projects that encourage
teamwork and problem solving. Engineers
from IDOT and the industry volunteer their
time to instruct and mentor each academy
participant during the sessions. Academies
are currently held in East St. Louis,
Springfield and Chicago Public and
suburban high schools.

IDOT recognizes the importance of
achieving greater workforce diversity in
transportation related careers and is
committed to programs designed to
accomplish this objective. In addition to
IDOT Engineering Academies, efforts that
assist in promoting education as well as
careers in transportation include:

• In-school mentoring programs
• Engineering Camps
• IDOT Career Days
• University/College Career Fairs

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?
All middle or high school students are
eligible to apply through a participating
school. Academies are held either during
school, after school or on Saturdays,
depending upon the participating school’s
scheduling needs. The number of partici-
pants varies with each Academy, but most
can accommodate up to 75 students.

WHAT WILL STUDENTS LEARN?
Participants will work in teams to learn real
world application of math and science as
it relates to the civil engineering field.
Engineers provide instruction from an
approved curriculum and assist the student
teams with hands-on projects. In addition,
participants will learn the prerequisites for
entry into college-level engineering pro-
grams and receive valuable, practical
information from practicing engineers.

Each IDOT Engineering Academy will cul-
minate into a final competition where the
teams will present their projects to a panel
of judges. The winning team from each
Academy across the state will then have
the opportunity compete in Springfield.
Additional competitions may be offered at
the state and national level.

WHEN WILL THE ACADEMIES BEGIN?
Most of the academies will begin in
October and hold their final sessions by
the end of December. The Springfield
competition will be held in February
around Engineering Week.


